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CORRESPONDENCE,
VIVISECTION.

SIR,-When your "Statement" on the subject of Vivisection ap-
peared (on November 30th, I878), I was asked to reply to it; but I
said: " No; for, in the first place, my letter would not be inserted; and,
in the next place, a misleading account of it in all probability would."
For once in my life, I have proved a true prophet.
On the i6th of last month, a correspondent of the Sussex Daily News

quoted your " statement" as absolute truth, whereupon, believing that I
had then a fair chance of a hearing, I explained, in a letter to that
paper, how egregiously he was mistaken. My letter was inserted, and,
in common fairness to yourself, I at once sent you a copy of it. In most
uncommon fairness to me, you have-I say it deliberately-totally
"misrepresented" the purport of that letter.
You say, in your " statement", that " licences do not give any power

to inflict pain". I prove, from the Parliamentary returns, that pain is
inflicted under the licences.
You say that " the animal must be kept all the time completely under

the influence of some powerful anaesthetic". I prove that, according to
the last return, seven certificates were granted for experiments without
anaesthetics.
You say that "the animals must be killed while under the anoes-

thetic". I pr-ove that fifteen certificates, dispensing with the obligation
to kill the animal before recovery from anaesthetics, were granted, ac-
cording to the last Parliamentary return.
You say that " these experiments may only be performed for the pur-

pose of original research'. I prove that two certificates have been
granted for the further advancement of knowledge by testing previous
discoveries.

This is a perfectly fair " statement" of the case as it stands between
you and me, and you know it. Why, then, do you say that I intimate
that I do not know the difference between a licence and a certificate,
and that " this is characteristic of the whole proceedings of this class" ?
Surely,you do not imagine that you will injure our cause or benefit your
own " by such shallow artifices as these" !

I have made this letter as short as possible, in the very " forlorn" hope
that you will first print it as it stands, and then answer it, if you can.
-I am, sir, your obedient humble servant,

WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary.
Office of the Society for Protection ofAnimals liable to Vivisection,

i, Victoria Street, S.W., January 2Ist, I879.
*** A complete answer to the above elegant epistle seems to be given

by the words of the Act of Parliament in question, viz., 39 and 40 Vict.,
ch. 77, secs. I, 3, and 4.
" The animal must, during the whole of the experiment, be under the

influence of some anoesthetic, of sufficient power to prevent the animal
feeling pain; and the animal must, if the pain is likely to continue after
the effect of the anoesthetic has ceased, or if any serious injury has been
inflicted on the animal, be killed before it recovers from the influence
of the annesthetic which has been administered."-" The experiment
must be performed with a view to the advancement by new discovery
of physiological knowledge, or of knowledge which will be useful for
saving or prolonging life or alleviating suffering."

These words refer to experiments performed under the "licence",
and they form the basis of our statement on the subject to which Mr.
Jackson refers. In the latter part of our remarks, the modifications in
these restrictions (which the Home Office may grant by means of "cer-
tificates") were referred to, and the special limitations of the certificates
were mentioned.
Now, if we say that, operating under a "licence", "these experi-

ments may only be performed for the purpose of original research", we
say what agrees with the words of the Act.; and even supposing that
Mr. Jackson did "prove that two certificates have been granted for the
further advancement of knowledge by testing previous experiments", it
would not show the least misrepresentation upon our part, but simply
that, in two instances, the Home Office thought fit to remit this parti-
cular restriction to the working of the ordinary " licence", as defined by
the Act, by granting a " certificate" for these special cases.
And so it is also with the other restrictions to which the use of a

",licence" is subjected they can all be remitted by the special sanction
of the Home Office, by means of a " certificate" granted for that pur-
pose, but only when the competent authorities are of opinion that such
remission is called for by the circumstances of the special-case.

If Mr. Jackson know the difference between a "licence" and a "cer-
tificate"-as he seems to think he does-how is it that he persists in using
the words, in his argument, as convertible terms? It can hardly be
ignorance; we do not wish to think it could be wilful confusion of
terms; and yet it must be either of these, or simple incapacity.

PRIVATE ASYLUMS.
SIR,-In compliance with the desire contained in the JOURNAL of

January 4th, in an article entitled " Lunacy Law Reform", in which I
am asked " what means the medical gentlemen who certified to the in-
sanity of Mrs. Weldon had taken to make themselves conversant with
the symptoms of the insanity in general, and to ascertain that those sym-
ptoms existed in this particular instance", I must request the insertion of
this letter. It is not my intention, however, to satisfy the curiosity of
the writer by giving publicity to the private circumstances of a case
which came under my professional observation; but I will let Mrs.
Weldon speak for herself in an extract from a letter written by her to a
weekly journal, and which refers to the interview between Mrs. Weldon,
Dr. Winn, and myself. Mrs. Weldon says, in answer to a question
put to her by myself in reference to her Orphanage and whether she
expected to succeed, "Perhaps not in this world, I answered".
"I had written a book called Musical Reform, which had made

everybody in the newspapers and among publishers my bitter enemy. I
believed I had implanted the seed in the children I have; that at least
one would grow up to teach as well as I did. 'At all events', I said,
' if I do not succeed in this world, I shall in the next. I have been
through too much sorrow, and have had too much trouble, not to know
that I have a mission, and that I am an instrument of Providence for
some particular purpose. Now, my tastes are all quiet tastes; my life
in a convent is perfect bliss. Not long after I had settled in one, a
voice brought me home, and I was just in time to catch this Menier and
prosecute him. 'In the wars again, Mrs. Weldon', I know everyone
will say. But I am no more to be blamed for this row than for any of
the others I am always getting into. It seems as if I could not be left
quiet. I believe some success is in store for me; for I received a letter
from Mr. Jules Rey. As I read it, I said to my maid (for I saw them
gently pouring on my head and the bed on which I was sitting), 'Oh,
Villiers ! Do you see the beautiful showers of stars falling on me ?'
The stars appeared to fall in answer to the following observation I had
made to her about the letter: 'Villiers, I do think this Menier bother is
sent me for my good, and that the truth will at last come out about all I
have said and all I have done. It is to be a moment of triumph !' I
had been very much agitated by the letters I had received ; but, after I
had seen the stars, I grew quite calm."
The inferences which may be deduced from this are as follow:
i. That Mrs. Weldon firmly believed that, whilst in a convent in

Paris, she had heard a miraculous voice which summoned her to
London;

2. That she was enveloped in a shower of beautiful stars;
3. That she was an instrument of Providence sent to earth for some

particular purpose.
At this interview, many other things were discussed; the present

paragraph, however, will be sufficient for my purpose, and litera scripta
manet.
And now I will ask you whether you consider an individual who

labours under " auricular delirium", and who obeys an imaginary voice,
of sound or of unsound mind. Have you not met with, in your expe-
rience, persons who, whilst under this morbid idea, have committed acts
of a most serious character? I have at the present moment under my
care a gentleman whose only delusion is that he is addressed by an
imaginary voice; but, in consequence of this hallucination, he has
made four attempts to destroy himself. I maintain that " auricular de-
lirium" is one of the most unfavourable symptoms that exists in mental
disorder.

Dr. Bucknill, in his MIanual of Psychological Medicine, gives a de-
scription of a person who, upon hearing an imaginary voice, threw him-
self into a pond. Dr. Bucknill says " he obeyed the voice; and, when
removed from the water and asked why he had done so rash an act,
replied that he much regretted it; but added: 'He told me that I must
do it, and I could not help it."'
The same authority informs us that, amongst the hallucinations of

the insane, " those of hearing appear to be decidedly the most com-
mon". This opinion is endorsed by all authorities on the subject; but
not only are they the most common, but the most unfavourable both in
diagnosis and prognosis.
With these facts before me, well substantiated by psychologists, and,

at the same time, knowing the consequences which frequently happen in
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similar cases, I maintain that the opinion as expressed by me was con-
sistent with that accepted at the present day.
With regard to the other inferences which are deduced from the

paragraph, it is not my intention to discuss beyond asking you the ques-
tion whether it is consistent with sanity to be encircled in a beautiful
shower of stars, to hear imaginary voices, and to have a special mission
from Providence, and all concomitant symptoms in the same individual.

Having thus complied with that request, I will now return to the
article in question. I am asked " whether it was right, just, or toler-
able that this lady should be seized upon in her own house and im-
mured in my asylum". Here is another discrepancy in the facts. I
was requested by Mr. Weldon to visit his wife at his house, examine
her, and report on her mental state. Surely you would not have had
me examine her in the street, or in anyone else's house than her hus-
band's.

I read, again, that "the account which Mrs. Weldon published of
her escape from the nurses reads more like a press-gang transaction than
the defeat of a legal formality". In reply to this, I must refer your
readers to a lecture recently delivered at St. James's Hall, in which Mrs.
Weldon is reported to have said as follows: " That a carriage drove up
to her house at midnight with what she called two female keepers and a
male keeper. They would have dragged her from her bed, but she was
saved that night: the spirit saved her."

I come now, in conclusion, to what I consider to be the purport of
this letter in reply to the following paragraph of your article: " Let but
the writer succeed in convincing the public that it would have been
right on principle for him to incarcerate Mrs. Weldon in his asylum,
and this most burning question of the day will lose one of its most re-
cently burned embers."

I maintain, therefore, that I have convinced your readers that the
proper course was advised in the case of Mrs. Weldon; and that, with
the description of the interview, I was perfectly justified in my action.
I also emphatically add that all who have had any experience in mental
disorders would have advised a similar course.
With regard to your remarks on the circular letter which I

forwarded to the proprietors of asylums, I consider that the time
has now come for the formation of some society for the protection
of the mutual interests of those officially connected with private
asylums, as we cannot depend on receiving the unanimous support
of the medical journals, who have compared private asylums to
hotels, and who have taken up the cudgels against us, rendering
it imperative that some such society should be formed to maintain
the integrity of our calling. We are all interested in one common
object-the welfare of our patients and their restoration to a sound state
of mind and body. I pronounce the base insinuations that have been
brought forward, in some of the public as well as medical journals, as
groundless and false; and I challenge those who are opposed to private
asylums to adduce one single instance of the illegal detention or confine-
ment of persons wrongfully in these institutions; and what strengthens
my assertion is the fact that the late Lunacy Committee, in their report
now before Parliament, stated that, notwithstanding the several accusa-
tions brought against private asylums, in no instance was mzala
fides provedl; and this statement w-as not given after a trivial investiga-
tion, but after an inquiry of very lengthened duration, extending over a
whole session, -and examining witnesses on both sides.

This of itself should have put a stop to the credibility of the accus-
ations that have been made, but which, from time to time, crop up
afresh, without, however, a single iota of evidence to support them.
You state that we should depend for our protection upon the

medical profession generally. I say, in reply to this, that we have
not received that support to which we are justly entitled; and we
must, therefore, endeavour to obtain assistance elsewhere. I am, con-
sequently, forming an association for the protection, not only of our
general welfare, but of that which to every Englishman is more
dear: his reputation and his honour. And in stating this, I endorse
the opinion of a large proportion of those medical men with whom I
have been in communication, both public and private asylum proprie-
tors, who naturally are indignant at the aspersions which have been so
plentifully directed against them. It is a difficult matter, however, to
suggest improvements in the system, as all asylums are already under
such efficient supervision ; but, if anything could be done at the present
time to prevent the possibility of wrongful insinuations, by further pro-
tecting the proprietors and medical superintendents of private asylums,
it would be hailed with satisfaction by a large body of men who have
the interests at heart of those committed to their care, and whose only
crime is to

Fetter strong madness in a silken thread,
Charm ache with air, and agony with words".

What a holy and honourable calling is this ! and those who labour in

the field should not be harassed and baffled in their endeavours to
" minister to a mind diseased". -I am, your obedient servant,

L. S. FORBES WINSLOW, D.C.L.Oxon., M.B.Camb.,
Lecturer on Mental Diseases, Charing Cross Hospital, etc.

23, Cavendish Square, January 8th, 1879.
*** Dr. L. S. F. Winslow takes the opportunity of once more justi-

fying the course pursued in the case of Mrs. Weldon of attempting
forcibly to incarcerate her, and subsequently desisting upon her valiantly
resisting the attack. Of course, the question we asked was not whether
Mrs. Weldon was or was not of sound mind, but whether this is not
an instance which illustrates our view, that not every case which can be
certified is also one which ought to be locked up. Stripped of its ir-
relevant matter, Dr. Winslow's letter appears to confirm our views,
since, although the mental state of this lady has not changed, she
enjoys at present her liberty unquestioned. We do not think it a diffi-
cult matter to suggest improvement in private asylums, and believe that
at no very distant period they will, in their present form, be improved
off the face of the land.

OBITUARY.
HENRY C. GURNEY, M.D., NICE.

DIED at Nice, on January I3th, after a few days' illness, Henry Cecil
Gurney, M.D., aged fifty-nine, one of the most eminent and longest
established English physicians practising abroad. When a student at
St. Thomas's Hospital in I843, he fell into ill-health, and, being threat-
ened with consumption. he was advised to go to the south. After some
travelling engagements, he completed his medical education at Pisa,
where he took the degree of M.D. in 1845. In I853, after ex-amina-
tion, he became Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of Edin-
burgh; and in I859, he was made Member of the Royal College of
Physicians of London. In 1846, Dr. Gurney went for the summer
months to the Baths of Lucca, and afterwards established himself at
Nice, where he has practised during the winter seasons ever since,
except on a few occasions when absent from ill-health. The summer
months were passed, first at Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, and more
recently at Geneva.
The professional skill and success of Dr. Gurney drew to him a large

number of patients, many of whom were warmly attached by his kind-
heartedness and religious sincerity, notwithstanding some occasional
roughness of manner and susceptibility of temper, arising from weakly
health and a highly nervous temperament. Of late years, a chronic
lung-affection (old partial consolidation and emphysema), together with
weakness of the heart, had impaired his activity; yet, impelled by the
claims of a very large family, he continued his work till the gth instant,
when, after visiting several patients at a late hour, he got a chill, fol-
lowed by congestion of the lungs, with disordered action of the heart,
first strong and rapid, then irregular and faint, which proved fatal on
the morning of the 13th. Being in the habit of managing his own
health, he sought for no aid till two days before his death, when he
called in Dr. Thaon of Nice, who most kindly and assiduously attended
him to the last. He was also visited on the 12th by his friend Dr.
C. J. B. Williams of Cannes, who, on repeating his visit the next day,
arrived too late to see him alive.

PEYTON BLAKISTON, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.S.,
FORMERLY PHYSICIAN TO THE GENERAL HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM.

THIS eminent and learned physician died on December I7th, at his
residence in Harley Street, at a ripe age. A younger son of Sir Matthew
Peyton Blakiston, Bart., of Sandybrooke Hall, Derbyshire, he was
born in I80I. Educated at Cambridge, he graduated B.A. in I823,
was elected a Fellow of Emmanuel College, and entered the church.
An affection of the lungs compelled him to relinquish his clerical duties,
and he thereupon pursued the study of medicine. When he had ob-
tained his diploma, he settled in practice in Birmingham, and was ap-
pointed physician to the General Dispensary, where he held office for
several years. While so engaged, he published an instructive essay
upon cases of influenza which presented themselves to him during the
famous epidemic of I837. Graduating at his University as a doctor of
medicine in I84I, he was in the same year elected one of the physicians
to the Birmingham General Hospital. His work there is well remem-
bered by many of our older brethren in the midlands. In I843, he be-
came a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, and he was also
chosen a Fellow of the Royal Society. Especially devoting himself to
the investigation of diseases of the chest, to the study of whlch his mind


